[Venezuela: alternative focusing of teaching and service in the national health system].
The author relates an experiment conducted at the University of Zulia in Venezuela, to restructure the curriculum. The process is centered on the training and performance of dentists, within the National Health System and a local health system in Maracaibo. The reasons that prompted the restructuring are reviewed, and an alternative approach to current teaching methods is proposed, in which programs are defined on the basis of the most important epidemiological developments in the country. The operational model is based on the strategy of teaching-service integration in the National Health System.